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" |=— North Korea accused. the
U.N. command today of kidnap-
ing a Communist newsman who
defected at this truce village,
and demanded his immediate
refurn, .

U.S.  Army Col. George I
. #Charlton, secretary of the U.N.
‘fcommand, rejected the Red de-
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Korean Newsman

Claim
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Thomson said two Communist
guards {ried to force their way|
into the car, but they were
blocked by U.S. Army Capg.| R T
Thomas L. Bair, a security offi-!' - LTy
‘cer. The car sped off and the, : St e
Cominunist guards on duty.
opened fire with their revolvers,
but apparently no bullets hit the
car. .
As the car approached the .

Jmand” and said that Lee Soo-
keun, 44, vice president of the;

official North Korean Central;
News Agency, had defected to,

tive.

southern exit. of the security - .
area, a Communist guard low-{ ~ -
ered a bar across the road, buts R
the vehicle smashed its way] .

South’ Korea of his own initia-("through, Thomson said the bar

Kidnap.

. . o .. 1 hit the front fender, smashed
“The choice of an individual the windshield, and hit the top|
‘|to decide where to live is a bas-' of the car. He was cut slightly;
|ic right of the peoples in all free’ by shattered glass. 4 .

nations,” Charlton told Northii Maj, Gen. Richard C. Ciceo-! o o

‘! Korean Col. Han Chu-kyong: -
' Fled Amid Shooting

Lee fled from the armistice:
|commission hut yesterday in ai
car with U.S, Lt. Col. Donald E.|
JThomson as Communist guards'
‘fired at least 40 bullets at them.
‘|Charlton protested the guards’
jaction and accused them of
“reckless” shooting. '

Col. Han retorted that the
guards fired because it was an
| “abnormal” situation in which a
Communist newsman was being
< abducted. -

U.S. military police of forcing

cident was “part of the aggres-
| sive maneuvers of the U.S, im-
| perialists to undermine the Ko-!
rean armistice agreement, in-
crease tension and ignite a new
/| war.” . R

Lee had come to Panmunjom
with other Communist reporters
‘lto cover an armistice commis-
i{sion ‘meeling: A Korean source
‘| said he went to U.N. officials an
- ‘Ihour before the meeting ended
..Jand told them he wanted to de-
‘| fect to the South.

i ‘ [

- Guards, Newsmen Watching |

‘1 After the session broke up,
‘| Thomson brought his car to the
entrance of the conference
‘|building, Lee soon emerged
Yfrom the building and in fullf

A North Korean broadcast|:
jearlier today also charged that|
{ILec was kidnaped and accused

¢ him into the car. It said the in-|

llella, the senior U.N. delegate: -

Piwho had left in another car,” o R -

took Lee by helicopter to the
U.S. Army Hospital in Seoul 3L
miles south of Panmunjom for a
checkup. Lee was then turned
over to South Korean security
ofticials. ‘ . :
“Missed Freedom” = ' . B AT R TSI T
A Korean source said the first A
words Lee uttered when he ar- - )
rived in South Korean hands ™ - BRI
were: “I missed freedom. Kim .- = . -~ .o
|Il-sung (North Korean premier) . . S
dwon't be able {o have a good
night's sleep today for anger.”
Lee is reported {o have a wife,
{two  sons - and- a daughter ini
Pyongyang, the North Korean; . T
capital.- N NS
South Korean Defense Minis- o R SRR
'ter Kim Sung-eun said he would| - Coad B
recommend that Thomson, Bair). Lo S
-and the American driver of the °
! escape car — who was nol iden-{
itified- — recelve Korean citas *
jtions for helping Lee get away. !
i Kim said Lee would receive ..
$3,700 from - the Seoul govern-
ment, the top award to Commus~ .
nists who defect. :
Lee was the second Red jour- R
nalist to defect at Panmunjom. - R

Y

1A North Korean -correspondent -~

for the Soviet Communist party ' B O S
néwspaper Pravda went over to ‘ T , . o,
the other side while covering - S BRI
armistice talks in 1959, L : s

i fie e o g s 4 ¢

 {view of about 50 Communist|
Jlguards and newsmen  jumpe

litp the waiting car. - . .
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